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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
North  Lonsdale  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chair-man,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1961, 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  (in  acres)  127,448 

Population  -  Census,  1961  16,584 

Registrar  General's  Estimate  of 

home  population,  mid  19 6 1  15,910 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  5,744- 

Rateable  Value  £148,314 

Amount  produced  by  a  Penny  Rate  £583.4.4. 


The  district  is  entirely  rural  in  character,  the  northern  portion  being 
typical  lakeland  country  with  lakes  end  fells  merging  into  the  more  southern 
portion  which  extends  to  the  coast  and  forms  port  of  the  northern  shores  of 
Morecambe  Bay,  Two  lakes,  Coniston  and  Esthwaite,  as  well  as  two-thirds  of  the 
shores  of  Lake  Windermere  are  wholly  contained  in  the  district. 

The  principal  industry  is  agriculture,  with  the  hotel  and  catering  industry 
playing  a  prominent  part  during  the  summer  season, 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  principal  vital  statistics  for  1961  and  for  the  preceding  five  year s  are 
given  on  page  two. 

Of  the  204  births  registered  112  were  males,  of  which  3  were  illegitimate  and 
89  were  females,  of  which  4-  were  illegitimate. 

Approximately  7&%  of  the  deaths  were  in  persons  of  65  years  of  age  and  over 
and  the  main  causes  of  death  wore:-  Heart  disease  96,  Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous 
system  54  and  Malignant  growths  44.  Of  the  96  deaths  from  heart  disease  60  were 
due  to  Coronary  artery  disease. 
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Adjusted  "birth  rate  (comparability  factor,  1.13)  =  14.3  Per  1?000 
Adjusted  death  rate  ( comparability  factor,  0.89)  =  13.5  per  1,000 


■■ 
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Infant  Mortality 


The  table  below  shows  comparisons  between  birth  and  death  rates  in  England 
and  Wales  and  this  District. 

The  rates  quoted  arc  for  1,000  population  in  all  cases 


t  Worth  Lonsdale 


England  and  Wales 

Rural  District 

1 

2 

Birth 

Death 

Birth 

Death 

Year 

Rate 

iiLclCG 

Rate 

Rate 

1961 

17.4 

12 

14.3 

13.5 

I960 

1 

17.1 

i  ! 

11.3  |  16.3 

12.9 

1939 

16.5 

11*6 

12.9 

. —  .,1 

12*8 

1958 

16,.  4 

11.7 

34.6 

13.6 

1937 

16.J. 

11.5 

14.5 

11.4 

STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Other  Appointments  Held 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : 


J.L.  WILD.  M.A.  ,  M.B.,  B.Chir. ,  M.R.C.S.  > 
L.R.C.P. ,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Hea  lth  - 

Dalton- in-Furness  Urban  District s 
Grange-over-Sands  Urban  District, 
Ulverston  Urban  District. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  - 

Health  Division  No.  1  - 
Lancashire  County  Council. 

H.C.  CLAYDON,  Certificate  Royal 

Sanitary  Institute.  Certificate 
of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  - 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

D.M.  PICKLES,  Certificate  -  Royal 

Sanitary  Institute*  Certificate 
Royal  Society  of  Health  - 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 
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SANITARY  CIPCUI.STAdTC'-o  OF  THE  DI STRICT 

WATER  SUPPLY 

_  —  ,  -  ~  — 

On  1st  April,  1961  the  public  water  supplies  were  transferred  to  the  newly 
formed  Furness  Water  Board,  which  comprises  the  former  water  undertakings  of 
Barrow  County  Borough,  Dalton,  Grange,  end  Ulverston  Urban  Districts,  and  North 
Lonsdale  Rural  District.  No  major  alterations  in  the  source  of  supply  have 
taken  place  so  far  and  ail  supplies  were  adequate  in  quantity  during  the  year. 

The  quality  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  31  samples  of  water  from 
untreaded  supplies  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  of  which  20 
were  unsatisfactory  and  26  sample  s  of  treated  water  were  submitted  of  ’which  12 
were  unsat isf act ary 0 

Details  regarding  ’water  supplies  to  houses  in  the  various  townships  in  the 
District  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  p.  I  .am  Indebted  to  the  Council’s 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  some  parts  of  this  information  and  to  the  Engineer 
of  the  Furness  Water  Board  for  other  parts  of  it. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

A  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  is  maintained  from  premises  where 
dustbins  are  provided  and  a  five  or  six  weekly  collection  is  made  from  ashpits 
and  privy  middens,  (except  the  majority  of  farms).  Disposa.1  is  to  nine  semi- 
controlled  tips  in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Details  of  the  methods  of  sewage  disposal  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  arc  given  on  pages  6  and  7«  New  schemes  were  commenced 
during  the  year  at  Bouth  and  Ayside.  2b  privies  were  converted  to  fresh  water 
closets  during  1961. 
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Supplies  to  houses: 


NORTH  LONSDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


No.  of  houses  newly  i 


Supply  to  ell  houses  at  end  of  year 


1 

connected  to 
nubile  mains  surra  lv 

i 

Prom  public  ma 

ins 

From  private 
supplies  e.g. 
wells , springs 

during 

1961" 

Direct  to  houses 

By  mens  cf  drrdptipo 

Parish 

(i) 

Jbd.sting 

houses 

L  (2). 

New 

houses 

(3) 

No.  of 
[dwelling 
i  houses 

(4) 

Est. 

No.  of 
pcpulatim 

(5) 

No.  of 
dwelling 
houses 

(0 

!  Est. 

No,  of 
pcpuLai±n 

(7) 

No.  of 
dwelling 
houses 
(8) 

Est. 
No.  of 
pnpuLitkn 

(9) 

Aldingham 

4 

1 

!  301 

999 

f - - 

) 

i  _ 

2 

* 

13 

Allithwaite  Lr. 

- 

4 

5*04 

1304 

- 

1 

42 

164 

Allithwaite  Uppr, 

2 

1  230 

762 

- 

- 

10 

36 

Angerton 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

s 

21 

Blawith 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

— 

i 

38 

118 

Broughton  East 

- 

- 

28 

106 

- 

1 

!  25 

97 

Broughton  West 

mm 

1 

274 

841 

- 

- 

39 

1 

137 

Cart rnel  Pell 

- 

1 

24 

72 

— 

- 

: 

99 

268 

C laif e 

1 

147 

t 

392 

— 

30 

115 

Colton 

1 

2 

114 

416 

- 

221 

669 

Coniston 

— 

1 

299 

926 

- 

42 

162 

Dunnerdale 

- 

- 

— 

- 

61 

180 

Egtan  with  Newland 

- 

142 

371 

- 

- 

160 

540 

H  avert  hwait e 

3 

1 

225 

1 

659 

4 

7 

51 

194 

Holker  Lower 

- 

5 

445 

1403 

- 

_ 

46 

183 

Kirkby 

l 

394 

1167 

- 

29 

109 

Hawkshead 

- 

2  i 

i 

222 

604 

- 

- 

10 

48 

Lowick 

1 

. 

36 

118 

- 

mm 

42 

150 

Mansriggs 

- 

1 

5 

- 

! 

10 

40 

0 smother ley 

- 

- 

45 

112 

- 

I 

47 

158 

Pennington 

- 

1 

402 

1256 

- 

■  1 

8 

33 

S at  t  ert  hwait e 

— 

— 

- 

- 

S^beMx In 

312 

Skelwith 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

94 

260 

Stave ley 

7 

5 

115 

302 

- 

- 

27 

89 

Subbert  hwait  e 

- 

- 

9 

30 

- 

- 

15 

47 

Torver 

> 

- 

24 

84 

1 

37 

111 

f 

Urswick 

| 

- 

3  | 

387 

1162 

1 

- 

5 

19 

. . 

i 

1 

' 

* 

-  ■-  .  ..  ■  , - L 

! 

— 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Township 

Village 

Hethod  of  Disposal 

Aldingham 

Leece 

Sewage  disposal  works  with 
tanks  and  filters 

Gleaston 

Sewage  tank 

So ales 

Two  Sewage  tanks  with  over¬ 
flow  to  land. 

Baycliffe 

Sewage  tanks  witjj  outfall 
to  sea. 

Newbiggin 

Sewage  tank  with  overflow  to 
stream 

Allithwaite  Lowe/.' 

Allithwait  e 

Sewage  disposal  works  with 
tanks  and  filters,  outfa.ll  to 
sea. 

Cartmel 

Sewage  disposal  works  with 
tanks  and  filters,  outfall  to 
River  Eea, 

Allithwaite  Upper 

Lindale 

Sewage  disposal  works  with 
tanks  and  filters,  outfall 
to  River  Winster. 

Newton 

Sewage  disposal  works  with 
tanks  and  filters,  outfall  to 
stream 

Broughton  East 

Field  Broughton 

Sewage  tank. 

Broughton  West 

Broughton  in  Furness 

Sewage  tank  with  overflow  to 
tidal  water  of  River  Duddon, 

Foxfield 

Tidal  waters  of  River  Duddon 

Glaife 

Near  Sav/rey 

Sewage  tanks. 

Far  Sawrey 

Two  sewage  tanks  with  overflow 
to  stream 

Colthouse 

Sewage  tank  with  overflow  to 
stream. 

Go It on 

Bouth 

Sewage  tank  with  overflow  to 
stream 

Oxenpark 

Sewage  tank  with  overflow  to 
land. 

Coniston 

Coniston 

Five  large  sewage  tanks  with 
overflow  to  stream 

Egton 

Greenodd 

Tidal  waters  of  Morecambe  Bay, 

Pennybridge 

Sewage  tank. 

Sp/srkbridge 

Sewage  disposal  works,  with 
outfall  to  river. 

Haver thwait  e 

Haverthwaite 

Sewage  tank  with  overflow 
to  river 

Backbarrow 

Sewage  tank  with  overflow  to 
river.  Sewage  disposal  works  a; 
Finsthwaite  Lane. 

Hawkshead 

Hawkshead 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to 
stream 

Out gate 

Two  sewage  tanks  with  outfall 
to  land  and  stream 

Hannakin 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to 

land. 
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Holkcr  Lower 

Cark 

Ravcnst  own 

Flookburgh 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  sea 
Sewage  disposal  works  with  tanks 
and  filters 

Pumping  plant  discharging  sewage 
to  enlarged  works  at  Ravens  town, 
outfall  to  stream 

ICirkby  Ireleth 

Sands ide 

Chappies 

S outer gate 

Marshs  ide 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  tidal 
water  of  River  Duddon. 

Sewage  tank  with  out f all  to  stream 
Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  sea 
Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  tidal 
waters 

Lowick 

Lowick  Green 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  river 
Crake 

Osmothcrley 

Beehive 

Three  Bridges 

Tank  with  outfall  to  stream 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  stream. 

Pennington 

Swart  hmoor 

Trinkeld 

Lopper garth 

Cross-a-Moor 

Outfall  works  of  Ulverston  Urban 
District  Council 

Outfall  works  of  Ulverston  Urban 
District  Council 

Sewage  disposa.l  works  with  tanks 
and  filters,  outfall  to  stream. 
Outfall  works  to  Ulverston  Urban 
District  Council. 

Sat  tert  hwait  e 

Satt  ert hwait e 

Private  sewer  to  works  with  outfall 
to  stream 

Staveley 

Staveley 

Private  sewer  to  tank  with  out¬ 
fall  to  stream. 

Torver 

Torver 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  stream 

Urswick 

Gt .  Urswick 

Little  Urswiok 
Stadnton 

Bardsea 

Sewage  tanks  with  outfall  to  tarn 
Sewage  tanks  with  outfa.il  to  tarn 
Sewage  tanks  with  outfall  to  land 
Sewage  tanks  with  outfall  to  sea. 
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HOUSING, 


During  the  yerr  4  new  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  and  23  by  private 
builders. 

1 ,  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: 


1. 

(a) 

Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  formally  or  informally 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

490 

(*) 

No,  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal,  made  for  the 
purpose 

684 

(0) 

No,  of  dwelling  houses  in  (a)  above  found  to  be  not  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  but  capable 

of  being  rendered  fit*  186 

Total  No„  of  dwelling  houses  existing  at  end  of  year  which 
were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  at  reasonable 
expense  of  being  rendered  fit  108 


2.  Houses  Demolished  J 

Houses 

Displaced  during  year 

Demolished 

Persons 

Families 

In  Clearance  Areas: 

Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

8 

7 

1 

!  3 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas: 

As  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under 
Section  17(l),  Housing 
Act,  1957 

i  Nil 

i 

<1 

Nil 

Nil 

3*  Unfit  Houses  Closed 

Nil 

4«  Unfit  Houses  Male  Pit  and  Houses  in  which 

Defects  were  Remedied: 

Owner 

By  Local 

(1)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

(2)  After  formal  notice  under  - 

fa)  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Sections  9  '  16,  Housing  Act  1957 

3  i 

1  i 

* 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

5.  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Act,  1957) : 

1 

1 

i  No.  of 
j  Houses 


Position  at  end  of  yean: 

a)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 
(a)  Under  Section  i+8 

fb)  Under  Section  17  (2) 

(c)  Under  Section  4b 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


(2)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under  Sections 

34  or  33 


6.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  Purchased  by  Agreement 


Nil 


7 •  Housing  Act,  1949 »  and  Housing  (Financial 
Provisions)  Act,  195 &  ~  Improvement  Grant's 


Action  during  the  year: 

(a)  Submitted  by  private  individuals  to 
local  authority 

(b)  Approved  by  local  authority 

(c)  Submitted  by  local  authority  to  Ministry 

(d)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry 

(e)  Work  completed 

(f)  Additional  separate  duellings  included 
in  (e)  above 


8.  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 -Standard  Grants: 


No,  of 
Schemes 

No,  of  duelling  houses 

or  other  buildings 

affected. 

3, 

54 

33 

54 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

46 

1 

48 

5 

5 

. 

Grants: 

No.  of  dwellings  or 

other  buildings  affected, 


Action  during  the  year: 

(a)  Applications  submit tod  to  local  authorty 

(b)  Applications  approved  by  local  authority 

(c)  Work  completed 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  to  1959 


32 

32 

11 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors), 


Number  on 

Number  of 
Written 

Gbcupicrs 

1,  Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Hosecuted 

Factories  in  which  sections  1,2,3 >4  and  6 
ere  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

8 

3 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Fa-ctories  not  included  above  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

75 

29 

2 

! 

Nil 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2,  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H,M»  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Si) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S4) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inaffect ive  drainage  of  floors  (S6) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S7) 

( a)  Insufficient 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

l 

i  1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

6 

Nil 

6 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 

to  outwork) 

Nil 

..  — — . — 

Nil 

 --  1 

Nil 

Nil 
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3TlW.:.IE.rCE  OF,  AMD  CQNTR  -L  OTER,  IN^CPIQUS  DISEASE 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
which  occurred  in  the  North  Lonsdale  Rural  District  during  the  five  years  1956-1960 
compared  with  the  number  in  19 6 1 


T 

: 

i 

! 

! 

Disease 

i 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

~  -  "'V 

l 

i 

1 

4 

) 

i960  j 

\ 

Number 

of 

Cases 

1961 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

! 

4 

1 

| 

I 

Deaths 

— i 

j 

Scarlet  Fever  * 

t 

- 

7 

3 

~  - *T“ 

i 

15/ 

I - 1 

H  i 
1-1  ! 

1 

6  | 

k 

1  i 

- > - -  — 

0  ! 

! 

Measles 

1 

44  J 

20 

398 

1 

85 

112 

130 

0 

a  ! 

- — «» 

j 

p 

Whooping  cough 

1 

5 

28 

L3 

0  j 

"1 

10 

41  I 

0 

0 

Meningo c  o c cal 
Infection 

! 

0  i 

0 

0 

i 

Q 

1 

1 

0 

0 

j 

, — 2u—  4 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 

3 

5 

0 

5.. 

0 

i  | 

1  • 

Erysipelas 

. . . 

1 

1 

1  T 

1 

2 

1 

2' 

1 

0 

0  i 

H 

V 

i 

|  Dysentery 

1 

2 

4 

1 

0 

i  25 

i  - 

1 

1 

’  0 

0  i 

— - — . — -j 

Po liomy e 1 it is 

2 

1 

j° 

0 

I 

i 

1 0 

| 

0 

!  0 

i 

0 

- * - sj 

Food  poisoning 

1 

r; 

22 

2 

t 

1 

27 

* 

1 

J 

j  TOTALS 

62 

1 

J 

4.84 

105 

156 

"  < 

1 

*  210 
i - 1.  .  - 

1  2 

L* . 1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and 
mortality  during  1961, 


i 

Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratny, 
MR  M  P  ; 

Deaths. 

» 

Respiratory  licn-Rcsniratory  ! 
M  F  U  F  ! 

0- 

0  j  0 

i 

0 

o  ; 

o 

» 1 

0  , 

0 

0  I 

1- 

1  .... 

0 

j 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

r„0... 

0 

i 

o  '! 

Iw  ! 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  1 

0 

~  o  ] 

5 - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

] 

0 

0 

1 

0 

rr 

!? 

0 

0 

■  '  '  ■ 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

oj 

15- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

r  1 

0  J 

0 

i 

o  ! 

20- 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0_  . 

0 

25- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

L-  ,  . 

0 

0 

1 

0 

55- 

0 

0 

-  .  .  1  r 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

L«-..  . . 

0 

r 

0 

0. 

0 

■ 

0 

0 

0 

h-  -  - 

1 

55- 

1 

1 

f  —  ■■ 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

_ 

.  65- 

!..  0  .  .  . 

[ 

o  !  o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o  i 

|  75  and 
upwards 

0 

oi 

t 

°j 

0 

o 

0 

0 

_  o . ; 

j  Totals 

I 

r - 

1 

r 

i 

t 

» 

• 

0 

0 

T- 

0 

0  .... 

1 

0 

i 

o  i 

!  2 

L  _  . 

: . . . ~0 . 

L_jl 

! _ o _ ! 

The  table  below  shows  the  numbers  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
in  North  Lonsdaie  Rural  District  residents  during  the  past  12  years 


**m,m  ..  ~  '  « 

% 

I 

1 

* 

Years 

T 

New  Cases 
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Respiratory  Non-Respiratayj 
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Respiratory  Non-Re  sp 

M  F  M 

oratory 
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1950 

4  |  5 

3 

3  f  0 

1 

0 

1951 

12 

5  |  2 

3 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1  i 

1952 

8 

4  !  2 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1953 

6 

2 
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3 
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1954 

- - - 

8 

5 

0  .. 

1 

2 

1 

1 
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1955 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1956 

3 

4 

1 

0_ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1957 

2 

h  ■ 

5 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

_ 0...., 

-  ■  ■■■■—■  —  -  ■■  ■-  ■■■■'  ■  ■■ 

1958 

■■  ■  "  -1 

3 

5 

1 

0 

2 

L  - 

0 

.  0_ 

1959 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

L. 

0 

-  -  —  •  - . .  ■  ■— 

0 

i960 

- — H 

3 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1261  

1 

1 

0 

0 

;  0 

0  i  0 

0  J 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  0?  FOOD 


Details  regarding  the  inspection  of  food,  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles,  and 
places  whore  food  is  prepared  are  given  in  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  Report. 

In  addition  to  the  examination  of  milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  and  for  keeping 
quality  reported  on  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  all  samples  have,  since  1959, 
been  examined  for  Brucella  organisms.  These  organisms  are  the  cause  of  contagious 
abortion,  in  cat  ole  and  of  undulant  fever  in  man.  During  1961,  7  samples  out  of  89 
were  found  to  contain  Brucella  organisms,  Undulant  fever  is  not  compulsorily 
notifiable  but  all  general  practitioners  and  the  appropriate  consultants  have 
been  asked  to  inform  me  if  they  discover  such  a  case.  So  far  none  have  been 
reported.  Control  of  this  potential  danger  to  health  is  not  easy,  particularly 
in  the  case  of  ” flying  herds",  Pasteurisation  of  the  milk  is  effective  in 
killing  off  the  organisms  but  is  not  always  a  practicable  solution  when  the 
nearest  pasteurisation  plant  available  is  situated  in  Barrow  in  Furness. 

On  23rd  July,  26  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  at  a  boys  camp,  jhvestigatdons 
revealed  that  the  milk  consumed  at  breakfast  on  that  day  contained  an  organism 
likely  to  cause  food  poisoning. 


The  other  ca.se  of  food  poisoning  was  an  isolated  instance  for  which  the  cause 
was  not  discovered. 

NATIONAL  ASSIST/IDL  ACTS,  1949  &  1951 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  actiian  under  these  Acts  during  the  year. 


In  conclusion  it  is  my  pleasure  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  Officers  of  the  North  Lonsdale  Rura.l  District  Council,  particularly  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their  unfailing  courtesy  and  help. 


The  report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  is  appended. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
J.L.  WILD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  S'.NIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1961, 


I  beg  to  submit  the  report  for  the  year  1961  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  Deportment, 

Summery  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  &  61  747 
Caravan  Sites  198 
Housing  Act,  1937  333 
Rent  Act,  1957  1 
Housing  Applications  106 
Catering  Establishments  100 
Pood  Preparing  Premises  (including  shrimp  pickers  dwellings)  266 
Ice  Cream  Premises  13 
Hawkers  21 
Milk  end  Dairies  104 
Slaughterhouses  392 
Factories  Act,  1937  to  1959  14 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956  2 
Waste  Foods  Order  12 
Water  Supplies  119 
Shops  Act,  1950  6 
Schools  9 
Verminous  Premises  6 
Infectious  Disease  7 
Rodent  Control  (including  visits  by  Rodent  Operator)  2734- 
Miscellaneous  235 
Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960  3 


Total  number  of  inspections  54-36. 

General  Information, 


No.  of  licensed  premises 

No.  of  unlicensed  hotels  6c  guest  houses 

No.  of  cafes  and  snack  bars 

No.  of  hostels 

No.  of  works  and  school  canteens 

No.  of  Greengrocers  shops 

No.  of  Butchers  shops 

No.  of  Bakers  and/or  Confectioners 

No.  of  General  Food  Shops 

No.  of  shops  selling  mainly  Minerals  &  Ice  Cream 
No.  of  Registered  Ice  Cream- Premises  /Manufacture) 

No.  of  Registered  Ice  Cream  Premises  (Retail). 

No,  of  Registered  Hawkers 

No.  of  Registered  Hawkers  premises 

No.  of  Domestic  Premises  registered  for  Shrimp  Picking 
No,  of  Licensed  Slaughterhouses 
No.  of  Licensed  Slaughtermen 

No,  of  Premises  registered  under  The  Diseases  of  Animals 

(Waste  Foods)  Order  1957 

No,  of  Caravan  Sites  Licensed  under  Caravan  Sites  and 

Development  Act,  i960 
No,  of  Caravans  on  Licensed  Sites 

No.  of  Factory  premises  registered  (Mechanical  and  non- 

mechanical) 


67 

20) 

24-) 

8 

18 

2 

8 


See  Note  1, 


11 

67 

12 

1 

87 

4-7 

28 

176 

3 

4-6 


8 


35 

706 

83 


Note,  1.  These  figures  do  not  include  the  many  domestic  premises  and  farmhouses 
which  during  the  summer  months  do  occasional  catering. 
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HOUSING 


Although  the  year  1961  passed  without  the  building  of  any  new  Council  houses 
it  would  be  wrong  to  say  that  no  progress  whatsoever  was  made  in  the  task  of 
eradicating  the  many  unfit  dwellings  in  the  area.  At  Cark-in-Cartmel  where  the 
Mill  lard  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  confirmed  in  July  1959,  half  the  demolition 
was  completed  and  four  families  were  re-housed  at  Flookburgh.  Two  Clearance  Orders, 
one  at  South  comprising  2  occupied  and  3  vacant  dwellings  with  sundry  buildings  -.no. 

one  at  Cartmel  involving  3  dwellings  were  confirmed.  In  the  latter  case  the  Council 
wn.s  able  to  secure  complete  vacation  before  the  Order  was  actually  confirmed.  In 
addition  1  undertaking  was  e.ccepted  in  1  aspect  of  an  individual  unfit  dwelling  at 
Plump ton,  giving  a  strong  measure  of  control  over  its  future  use  after  vacation  by 
the  present  tenant. 

Before  satisfactory  and  tangible  progress  can  be  reported  however,  building 
of  now  Council  houses  must  be  embarked  upon  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  promise 
held  out  at  the  time  of  preparing  this  report  that  new  building  will  be  comminced  in 
1962,  is  fulfilled.  Then,  and  only  then,  will  the  Council  be  able  to  deal  with 
areas  at  Lindale,  South,  G least on,  Little  Urswick,  Haverthwaite,  Kirkby  and  Coniston 
which  areas  should  be  the  first  considerabion.  Members  will  observe  that  mention 


has  been  made  of  areas  at  Kirkby  and  Coniston,  where  despite  the  fact  that  the 
dwellings  were  condemned  in  1937  and  are  now  pernio  ted  to  be  occupied  under  Licence 
until  August  31st,  19 6 2 ,  no  alternative  accommodation  is  in  view. 

Thus  far  I  here  confined  myself  to  report  on  the  relatively  unseat  is  factory 
progress  in  deeJ-ing  with  unfit  dwellings  under  powers  given  in  the  Housing  Act, 

1957.  In  addition  the  general  need  for  new  houses  in  the  area,  seen  in  the  ever 
increasing  list  of  applicants  who  for  a,  host  of  rca.sons  wish  to  move  into  dwellings 
with  modern  amenities  and  ample  accommodation,  remains  acute.  As  members  are  wall 
awarc,  a  shortage  of  local  contractors  willing  to  s ubmit  realistic  tenders  for  house 
buildings  is  the  main  reason  for  the  delay  and  tho  fact  must  be  faced  that  this 
position  is  not  likely  to  alter  appreciably  in  the  near  future.  The  demands  made 
upon  local  builders  to  carry  out  ma.jor  and  minor  works  of  improvement  and  repair 
to  dwellings  and  other  buildings  has  probably  never  been  higher  than  it  is  at 
present  and  where  before  tho  wan  one  might  expect  a  certain  job  to  be  done  within 
weeks  or  even  days  of  the  order  being  given,  one  must  now  be  content  to  wart  in 
terms  of  months.  Contrary  to  the  oft  quoted  plea  that  people  are  ‘’short  of  money” 


it  is  a  fact  that  more  1  uilding  work  is  now  being  ordered,  mainly  by  owner- 
occupiers,  than  over  before. 
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PA1ED  SUPPLIES. 


In  coranon  with  similar  areas  throughout  the  country,  the  demand  for  a 
sufficient  supply  of  wholesome  water  is  increasing  and  although  the  progress  made 
by  the  Council  from  194-6  until  the  formation  of  the  Furness  Water  Board  in  1961 
was  very  satisfactory,  much  more  remains  to  be  done.  There  still  remain  areas  of 
population  such  as  Newland  and  Arrad  Foot,  and  the  Bowness  road  from  Newby  Bridge 
to  Ghyll  Head  where  need  for  a  public  water  supply  is  acute.  The  truth  of  this 
statement  is  being  revealed  at  the  time  of  preparing  this  report,  in  that  a  survey 
of  the  existing  private  water  supplies  at  Newland  and  Arrad  Foot  is  bringing 
deplorable  conditions  to  light.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  relatively  congested  portion 
of  Newland  relies  for  its  water  on  a  grossly  contaminated  spring  which  discharges  ; 
into  an  equally  unsatisfactory  storage  tank.  It  is  to  he  hoped  that  plans  now  being 
made  to  improve  this  by  the  laying  of  a  main  from  Ulverston  to  Newland  and  Arrad 
Foot  will  be  expedited. 

It  is  obviously  too  early  in  its  history  to  conment  on  the  efforts  of  the  Water 
Board,  but  I  would  repeal  the  plea,  made  in  the  report  for  i960  that  the  main  target 
should  be  a  single  source  of  supply  for  the  needs  of  the  northern  part  of  the  area, 
in  order  to  dispense  with  thesis  ting  supplies  serving  the  G-recnocld,  Pennybridge 
Sparkbridge,  Tarver  Coniston  Hawks  head  Sawrey  and  "fray  areas.  Most  of  the 
unsatisfactory  bacteriological  reports  summarised  below  involve  water  from  these 
areas,  despite  tha  fact  that  chlorination  plants  are  in  operation  in  several  cases. 

It  proved  the  point  which  I  have  made  in  previous  reports,  that  it  is  not  practicable 
to  chlorinate  small  supplies  efficiently. 

During  the  year,  57  samples  of  the  various  public  supplies  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Preston  for  bacterological  examination. 

Approximately  5^1  of  these  ycildcd  results  which  were  classified  as  unsatisfactory, 
as  shown  in  the  following  table. 


No.  of  samples  taken. 

(a)  31  Raw  Water 

(b)  26  Chlorinated  water 


No.  Satisfactory 


11 

1+ 


No,  Unsatisfactory. 


20 

12 


Adequate  rainfall  throughout  the  year  ensured  that  there  was  little  shortage 


of  water  throughout  the  area  where  mains  service  is  available. 


SS’TER/JGE  L  SE~~AGE  DISPOSE 

For  several  years  I  have  repeatedly  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  desirability  of  improving  the  sewerage  raid  sewe.-e  disposal  facilities 
throughout  the  area.  In  a  very  c  omprehensive  report  made  to  the  Health  Committee 
some  three  or  four  years  ago  by  the  Engineer,  the  Council  were  made  fully  aware 
of  the  unsatisfactory  position  in  many  parts  of  the  District.  The  programme 
which  the  Engineer  submitted,  being  of  necessity  geared  to  the  financial  resources 
of  the  Council  and  therefore  promises  relatively  slow  progress  in  relation  to  the 
total  problem,  is  not  one  which  is  calculated  to  impress  anyone  who  has  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  need.  I  consider  that  the  district  has  two  major  public  health 
needs  -  firstly  the  provision  of  housing  and  secondly  the  contruction  of  now 
sewerage  end  sewage  disposal  facilities,  both  being  of  equal  importance. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  villages  of  Bouth  and  Ayside  will  bo  . 
adequately  served  in  the  near  future,  but  there  remain  serious  problems  in 
Finsthws.it e ,  Lakeside,  Tarn  Close,  being  areas  whore  no  public  sewerage  exists 
at  present,  and  ^rswick ,  Stainton  and  sevcra.l  other  villages  where  although 
sewerage  is  available,  the  treatment  works  are  sadly  inadequate. 

The  acquisition  by  the  Council  of  the  cesspool  emptier  ha.s  proved  to  be 
a  boon  to  many  people  and  has  been  instrumental  in  relieving  the  minds  of 
anxious  property  owners  who  were  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain 
the  services  of  people  to  do  this  kind  of  work,  I  estimate  that  there  are  still 

about  800  septic  tanks  in  the  area,  of  which  more  than  half  arc  little  more  then 

cesspools  with  overflows  to  discharge  points  unknown  to  any  living  person.  Many 
oi  these  tanks  wore  constructed  in  days  when  houses  ha.d  only  the  simplest  pinching 
devices  -  probably  only  a  sink,  and  in  those  da.ys  it  was  perhaps  sufficient  to 

rely  on  adjoining  ground  to  absorb  the  overflow  year  in  and  year  out.  In  recent 

years  however  there  has  been  a  great  drive  by  property  owners,  mostly  occupiers, 
co  instce.1  all  the  amenities  which  people  expect  in  this  age,  and  cesspods  which 
were  sufficient  for  the  purpose  in  the  nineteenth  century  prove  to  be  entirely 
inadequate  now.  Many  people  are  surprised  to  find  that  this  is  true,  and  having 
spent  a  considerable  amount  of  money  in  modernizing  their  s  nit  at  ion  arc  learning 
that  internal  improvements  often  ler.d  to  expense  on  improved  sewage  disposal. 

The  increased  use  of  detergents  is  causing  a.  problem  not  only  to  large 
authorities  opera.ting  major  sewage  works  but  to  all  rural  authorities  having 
the  responsibility  of  -advising  people  on  the  subject  of  septic  tanks,  whether 
such  tanks  are  old  or  new.  The  activity  of  anaeobic  bacteria.,  upon  which  the 
satisfactory  functioning  of  a  septic  tank  depends,  is  greatly  inhibited  if 
detergents  are  used  and  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  Council's  emptying 
vehicle  is  proving  to  bo  of  greed  value.  It  is  of  little  use  advising  people 
not  co  use  detergents  as  all  washing  powders  today  incorporate  such  ingredients 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  This  is  one  of  the  penalties  of  the  "whiter  than 
white"  age. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUF'RVISION  OP  POOD  &  POOD  IEEMISES 


Catering  can  "be  regarded  as  one  of  the  major  industries  in  the  area, 
particularly  in  the  summer  months,  and  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  food 
and  food  preparation  promises  is  one  of  the  Department's  most  important  tasks. 

Prom  the  summary  of  inspection  ma.de  during  the  year,  given  at  the  commencement 
of  this  Report,  it  will  ho  seen  that  including  visits  to  shrimp  pickers  dwellings 
a.  tota.l  of  S96  visits  were  made  to  576  food  premises  of  a.ll  types.  It  would  he 
desirable  to  increa.se  the  number  of  visits  by  5C£&  but  pressure  of  other  work 
combined  with  the  fa.ct  that  some  of  the  food  trades  involved  are  only  seasoned 
(notably  shrimp  picking)  renders  it  impracticable* 

During  the  year  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  other  than 
informal  in  respect  of  food  premises  and  this  can  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory. 

The  amouht  of  slaughtering  at  the  3  licenced  slaughterhouses  followed  the 
pattern  in  the  previous  year,  and  there  is  nothing  of  significance  to  report  on 
this  matter.  The  table,  giving  details  of  inspections,  which  is  submitted  annually 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  reproduced  below  in  respect  of  the 
year  19  6 1, 


.Number  Killed 
iNumber  inspected 


All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis 


■Thole  carca.ses  condemned.  . . 

Carca.scs  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. . . 


Percenta.gc  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 


1 

|  Tuberculosis  only 

\  "'dhole  carca.scs  condemned. . 

■  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
i  organ  wa.s  condemned. ........... 

|  Percentage  of  number  inspected 
i  affected  with  Tuberculosis 


CysbLccrcosis 

I  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
» 

:  organ  was  condemned. 

Carca.ses  submitted  to  treatment 

!  by  refrigeration, . . . 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

COWS  t 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

• 

Pigs 

i 

320 

6 

2361 

i 

28 

520 

6 

2861 

l_  £8  J 

. 

2 

i 

.1 

i 

80 

- 

216 

5  ! 
. 

1 

15.38J& 

- 

7.sy 

17. 8$ j 

- 

; 

! 

1 

! 

i 

1 

i 

- 

1 

1 

1  ; 

- 

- 

- 

» 

| 

\ 

! 

. 

i 

! 

.  j 

1 

1  1 

1 

1  _ 

* 

i 

1 

- 

- 

i 

1 

- 

i 
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MILK  SAMPLING. 


Although  the  local  branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & 

Food  carried  out  extensive  sampling  of  milk  supplied  in  the  area  an  effort ‘ 
to  check  the  efficiency  of  its  supervision  of  milk  production  has  been  made, 
and  in  1961  the  number  of  samples  taken  by  this  Department  amounted  to  89. 

These  samples  were  obtained  from  supplies  which  are  sold  raw  direct  to  consumers. 
None  proved  to  harbour  the  tubercle  bacillus  and  only  Q  failed  to  confirm  to  the 
required  of  keeping  quality,  a  standard  which  is  directly  related  to  cleanliness. 
Information  concerning  the  latter  was  given  to  the  local  office  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  for  such  action  a.s  deemed  necessary  by  the  Milk  Officer. 

CARDANS  &  CAMPING-. 

The  year  saw  a  great  improvement  in  the  facilities  available  at  Cavavan 
Sites,  resulting  from  the  implementation  of  Regulations  made  by  the  Minister 
under  the  Cavavan  Sites  &  Control  of  Development  Act.  On  all  sites  which  had 
existed  before  the  Ret  came  into  force  there  was  work  to  be  done  to  a.  greater 
or  lesser  extent  and  such  work  proceeded  at  a  great  pa,ce.  In  some  cases  site 
owners  found  it  impossible  to  complete  the  provision  of  amenities  in  the  period 
allowed,  and,  where  reasonable  cases  were  submitted,  the  Council  saw  fit  to 
extend  the  peri.od.  In  one  instance  however  no  attemp  hs.d  been  ma.de  to  comply 
with  the  public  health  conditions  imposed  on  the  licence  and  a.  successful 
prosecution  resulted. 

Ey  the  end  of  the  yean  35  sites  containing  706  canav-ans  had  been  licensed 
and  there  is  evidence  to  suppose  tha.t  these  figures  will  shoe:  another  increa.se 
in  1962. 

Bye-laws  controlling  the  use  of  land  for  tented  camping  purposes  came  into 
force  in  August  1961,  the  time  being  rather  too  late  to  have  a  great;  effect  on 
a  problem  which  has  boon  mounting  during  the  past  few  yeans.  I  refer  of  course 
to  the  practice  of  owners  of  agricultural  land  in  allowing  campers  to  stay  on 
their  land  in  the  absence  of  any  provision  of  facilities.  The  Bye-laws  a.s 
approved  by  the  Minister  ane  not  framed  in  terns  which  I  would  have  liked  to 
see  in  tha.t  I  do  not  think  they  give  the  complete  control  warranted  by  the  problem 
but  they  do  go  some  way  in  tha.t  direction.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  all  persons 
known  to  accommodate  campers  on  agricultural  land  had  been  circulated  with  the 
details  of  the  requirements,  and  advised  that  they  should,  have  regard  to  them 
for  the  summer  season  of  1962.  Briefly  the  Bye- laws  cover  the  provision  of 
water  supply,  sanitary  accommodation  and  refuse  disposa.1  arrangements,  together 
with  a  distance  clause  restricting  the  siting  of  a  tent  within  10  feet  of 
another.  These  requirements  would  seen  to  be  satisfactory  from  the  Council's 
point  of  view,  but  unfortunately  they  can  only  be  applied  to  a  site  which  is 
occupied  by  tents  for  longer  than  seventy  two  hours  in  the  aggregate  within 
any  continuous  period  of  seven  days.  This  means  that  no  measure  of  control  can 
be  exercised  in  a  case  where  a  site  is  used  for  not  longer  than  three  da.ys  and 
this  can  easily  happen  a.t  Bank  Holiday  week-ends.  I  see  considerable  difficulty 
in  ensuring  tha.t  camping  is  practiced  to  everyone's  satisfaction  and  it  may  be 
that  an  a.t  tempt  will  have  to  be  made  to  secure  powers  to  close  this  loophole  if 
nuisances  arise. 
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RODENT  &  VERMIN  CONTROL. 


This  work  proceeded  smoothly  during  the  year*  Householders  receive  free 
treatment  service  in  respect  of  private  dwellings  and  a  glance  at  the  table 
below  will  reveal  that  good  use  is  made  of  this  facility.  The  Council’ s 
sewerage  systems  and  refuse  tips  were  trea.ted  as  often  an  necessary.  The 
number  of  contracts  to  treat  agricultural  and  other  business  premises  remain 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  17  contracts  being  in  force  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

It  is  apparent  that  more  farmers  are  now  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
technique  in  using  Warfarin  to  poison  rats,  and  unless  a  private  operator 
working  in  the  district  decides  to  cease  business,  I  cannot  see  that  the 
number  of  contracts  will  increase  rapidly. 

In  addition  to  Rodent  Control  work,  the  Council’s  operator  attends  to 
all  complaints  of  insect  infestation  including  ants,  and  cockroaches,  and 
not  infrequently  in  summer  he  has  to  deal  with  wasps  nests. 


Non-Agricultural  j  Aadoitturalj 

!  !  i 

1  ^veiling  An 

i  houses  other  \  t 


j  No,  of  properties  in  district . . 

4,878 

1,596  i 

646  | 

j No.  of  properties  inspected,..,.,.,..,.,.... 

1,621 

|  1,006 

107  j 

! Total  inspections  carried  out 

! 

» 

'(incl.  re-inspections)  . . . 

1,937 

1,264 

217 

!  No,  of  properties  inspected  which  were 

1 

1 

|  found  to  be  infested  by: 

i 

| 

* 

1 

j 

Rats  -  major  . 

74 

39 

11  ! 

m  inor  . .  . .  . .  . ,  , 

402 

88  j 

1 

44  j 

Mice  -  major  ..  ..  ,.  , 

27 

j 

t 

1  j 

i 

minor  . .  . .  . .  . .  . 

113 

! 

3  | 

'No.  of  infested  properties  ,.  ,,  ••  • 

616 

127 

59  | 

| Total  treatments  carried  out 

i 

i 

i ( incl.  re-treatment  s ) 

724 

142  ! 

59 

•No.  of  "Block"  control  schemes  carried  out  , 

t  . . 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

Nil  J 

In  concluding  my  Report,  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  appreciatioi 
to  Mr,  D.M.  Pickles,  Additional  Rub  lie  Health  Inspector,  Mr,  P.W.  Blezard,  General 
Clerk  and  Mr,  J,  Berry,  Rodent  Operator,  for  their  excellent  co-operation  shown 
during  the  year. 

H.C.  CLAYDON. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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